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Buffalos High Line to find 


beauty, hope in 


citys bones 


~ E 


Photos by Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 


Attop, Sara Heidinger, front, and Nancy Smith, back, explore an old rail bed on Wednesday that they hope will be 
revived as a Buffalo version of Manhattan’s High Line. 


ara Heidinger used to tend bar and 
wait tables at the Swannie House in 
Buffalo’s First Ward. She grew up in 
the neighborhood, and she quickly 
learned one of the central lessons of that 


trade. 


Ifyou listen, you'll glean wisdom from 


the people you serve. 


One of the customers was Rick Smith, 


Leaving, in a way, could be a bedrock 
part of staying. 

“He'd talk about the value of seeing other 
places and bringing back what you learn,” 
Heidinger said. “He used to talk about 
how you can leave, and come back, and 
then you understand what you missed 
seeing when you were here.” 


ie 


the entrepreneur who turned an old 
Buffalo grain elevator into the 21st-century complex 


known as Silo City. 


Heidinger was restless, thinking about getting out of 
town. Smith heard her out. She still had a lot of living in 
front of her, and he told her that it didn’t have to be all 


of one, or another. 


COMMENTARY 


She heard his advice. 
It was true. 

That helps explain why Heidinger spoke with such 
passion Wednesday as she and Nancy Smith — no rela- 
tion to Rick — walked through ankle-deep snow along 
portions of what’s often described as Buffalo’s “High 


See Kirston Page A6 


Revised plans unveiled for Waterfront Village 


Community input 
leads to reductions 


By JONATHAN D. EPSTEIN 


NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 


Ciminelli Real Estate Corp. 
has unveiled revised plans for a 
condominium and townhouse 
project at Buffalo’s Waterfront 
Village, after more than three 
years of community input and 
public comment that led to a re- 
duction in the height and mass 
of the buildings. 


The Amherst-based devel- 
oper, which is moving its head- 
quarters to downtown Buffalo, 
is still planning on a total of 31 
for-sale residences for its new 
West End project at 240-260 
Lakefront Blvd. 

But it’s now proposing that 
the development would include 
seven townhouses set back from 
the road in a jagged formation 
and four separate condo build- 
ings along Lakefront and Ojib- 
wa Circle, with six units in each. 


See Ciminellion Page A6 
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Ciminelli Real Estate Corp. 


Rendering of West End condo and townhouse project 
at 240-260 Lakefront Blvd., featuring 31 residences. 


State-run charity 
donations seen as 
tax countermove 


Federal limits on SALT deductions get 
Albany thinking of ways to assist filers 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY -State officials are 
stepping up with ideas on how 
to circumvent the new federal 
tax law that limits deductions 
on state and local taxes. 

They are considering gov- 
ernment-created charities - 
maybe one, maybe as many as 
700 — as a way to assist a small 
number of New York taxpayers 
who itemize on their federal tax 
returns. 

The idea is not without legal 
and tax complexities, but the 
approach is fairly basic. 

Consider a bill that Assem- 
blyman Robin L. Schimminger 
intends to file soon. The Ken- 
more Democrat wants to create 
a State Charitable Health and 


Education Fund. 
The proposed fund would 
steer charitable donations 


from New York residents, who 
then would be given a dollar- 
for-dollar matching credit on 
their state tax filings. They also 
would be able to deduct the full 
donation as a charitable contri- 
bution on their federal filings. 

It all sounds like an attempt- 
ed end run around the new fed- 
eral tax law, which limits to 
$10,000 the total amount of de- 
ductions for state and local tax- 
es, or SALT. 

But Schimminger doesn’t 
characterize it as circumvent- 
ing the tax law. He said his new- 
ly created charity would be a 
means for taxpayers to more 
narrowly direct where their tax 
payments might go — to health 
programs, such as Medicaid, or 
to funding public schools — in- 


stead of their tax payments go- 
ing into the state’s general fund 
account that disburses money 
to any number of areas. 

Still, he recognizes the al- 
lure for some New York taxpay- 
ers who are looking for ways to 
maximize deductions under the 
new federal law. 

“In these current times, it 
may attract greater interest 
from taxpayers here in New 
York,” Schimminger said. 

Several lawmakers, as well 
as Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, are 
exploring similar ideas. Cuomo 
might offer his own version of 
a charitable fund when he un- 
veils his 2018 state budget pro- 
posal next week. If so, it would 
be promoted as a means to soft- 
en the blow of the federal tax 
law for a minority of state tax- 
payers, mostly downstate, who 
will see higher federal tax bills 
because they no longer will be 
able to fully deduct their state 
and local taxes. 

Only about a third of New 
Yorkers now itemize on their 
federal tax returns, and that 
number will drop in the next 
year as the new law pushes 
more taxpayers to file their re- 
turns using the standard de- 
duction. 

Aweek ago, inabriefing with 
The Buffalo News, Cuomo ad- 
ministration officials focused 
energies on a different end 
run to the tax law. They talked 
about creating a statewide pay- 
rolltaxon employers, who could 
deduct the full amount of any 
such tax increase. That idea ran 
into problems from business 


See Deductions on Page A6 


WOMAN FOUND 
DEAD AFTER 
SUSPICIOUS FIRE 


Officials say accelerants were found 
at the site of the blaze in a Manhattan 


Avenue home. Story on Page B1 


Work requirement 
for Medicaid backed 


U.S. administrators 
support states effort 


By ROBERT PEAR 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - The 
Trump administration said 
Thursday that it would allow 
states to impose work require- 
ments in Medicaid, a major pol- 
icy shift in the health program 
for low-income people. 

Federal officials said they 
would support state efforts to 
require able-bodied adults to 
engage in work or other “com- 
munity engagement activities” 
as a condition of eligibility for 
Medicaid. 


“Our fundamental goal is to 
make a positive and lasting dif- 
ference in the health and well- 
ness of our beneficiaries, and to- 
day’s announcement is a step in 
that direction,” said Seema Ver- 
ma, administrator of the fed- 
eral Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. 

Verma said the Trump ad- 
ministration was responding 
to requests from Medicaid of- 
ficials in 10 states that want to 
run demonstration projects 
testing requirements for work 
or other types of community 
engagement such as training, 
education, job search, volunteer 
activities and caregiving. 


See Medicaid on Page A5 
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